Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
Fall 1998

Fall 8-15-1998

ENG 2850-002: African and West Indian
Literature
Lauren Smith
Eastern Illinois University

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall1998
Part of the English Language and Literature Commons
Recommended Citation
Smith, Lauren, "ENG 2850-002: African and West Indian Literature" (1998). Fall 1998. 85.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall1998/85

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 1998 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fall 1998 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

1998

.
_. .. •. ~ • I.•

Lauren Smith
Office:
O.H.: TBA
Phone: 359-9775

African and West Indian Literature
English 2850
Fall 1998

Course Policy
Goals: My goals for this course are relatively simple. I hope you will finish this semester
with an awakened appreciation for and curiosity about African and Caribbean history and
literature, and with more refined critical reading abilities. There is a vast body of texts and
histories that we will barely touch on in this course, so our goal will not be anything like a
complete understanding of even a single aspect of Caribbean and African literature.
Instead, I hope to give you a framework within which to think about some of the most
urgent issues these literatures touch upon. We wiil focus primarily on-the ,Westem-e0kmialpresence in Africa and its reverberations in African and Caribbean literature. How do these
writers understand the colonial presence to have affected·countries;tribes;·towns;famtties:
individuals? How do Africans/Caribbeans react to or resist this presence? Howare these
reactions successful? Unsuccessful? What role does literature play in colonial and
postcolonial struggles? How are these struggles reflected in writers' artistic choices?
Formal Papers and Exams: You will have two formal papers of five pages each, a
mid-term and final exam, and several in-class writings. I will be available to read drafts of
your papers if you give them to me at least ten days in advance of the due date. Please be
prepared to share your papers with classmates. Exams will include material from history
lectures and will be made up of primarily essay questions and short answers.

Late work: I cannot get papers graded efficiently and keep track of everyone's work if
late papers are coming in willy nilly under my door and in my box. In any case, you
should leave the university with the ability to get professional-looking work in on time. I
will, therefore, subtract half a letter grade per day from every late paper. If you know then~
may be a conflict, you should arrange to hand your paper iri ahead'6f'schedule'.
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Plagiarism: Taking the words or ideas of another person without crediting that person is
a serious matter and will be treated as such. Cases of intentional plagiarism will result in an
NC for the course. Unintentional plagiarism, however, is also serious. You are
responsible for knowing how to properly cite other writers and will be penalized for failing
to do so.
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Grades:
20% first paper
20% second paper
20%midterm
20% final
20% classroom participation (classroom participation will also be used to determine
borderline grades)

Problems: If you have any problems regarding scheduling, grades, papers, etc., please
call me, come to office hours, or make an appointment. I'd be happy to talk to you about
any of your concerns.
Students with Disabilities: Students with documented disabilities may receive help.
Contact the coordinator of the Office of Disability Services at 6583 .
. Syllabus
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MA24
WA26
FA28

introduction
African history
African history

MA31
WS2
FS4

Soyinka's Lion and the Jewel
Soyinka's Lion and the Jewel
Soyinka's Lion and the Jewel

WS9
F S 11

Soyinka's Kongi 's Harvest
Soyinka's Kongi's Harvest

MS 14
ws 16
F S 18

Soyinka's Kongi 's Harvest
Achebe's Things Fall Apart
Achebe's Things Fall Apart

MS21
WS23
FS 25

Achebe's Things Fall Apart
poetry
poetry

MS28
WS30
F02

poetry
first paper due; catch up
Head's When Rain Clouds Gather

MOS
W07
F09

Head's When Rain Clouds Gather
Head's When Rain Clouds Gather
Head's When Rain Clouds Gather

M012
W014
FO 16

review
midterm exam
Caribbean history

M019
W021
F023

Caribbean history
"Pioneers, Oh Pioneers" R&R
'The Strange Burial of Sue" R&R

.
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M026
W028
F030

''The Gratuity" R& R
''The Gratuity" R&R
"A Walk to the Jetty" R&R

MN2
WN4
FN6

''From the Ocean Roor
catch-up
Kincaid's A Small Place ..

MN9
WNll
FN 13

Kincaid's A Small Place ·
Kincaid's A Small Place
catch-up

MN16
WN18
FN20

conferences
conferences
Cliff's No Telephone to Heaven

MN30
WD2
FD4

Cliff's No Telephone to Heaven
Cliff's No Telephone to Heaven
second paper due

MD7
WD9
FD 11

Cliff's No Telephone to Heaven
hand-out
business

